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T h e  S t a t e ,  t h e  V i l l a g e  C o m m u n e  a n d  t h e  O r t h o d o x  C h u r c h - W e r e  
t e c h n o l o g i c a l  c h a n g e  a n d  P . A .  S t o l yp in ’ s  Land  Re fo rm  Proces se s  1890 -
1 9 1 4  C o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  A u t o c r a c y ?  
  
T h e  s t a b i l i t y  o f  t he  T s a r i s t  a u t o c ra cy  r e s t e d  o n  t h e  Imp e r i a l  a r my  a n d  
t h e  O r t h o d o x  C h u r c h  l e g i t i mi z a t i o n  (F reeze  1996 ) .Th i s  chap t e r  sugges t s  
t ha t ,  t h e  t e chno log i ca l  change  embedded  i n  r a i l r oad  cons t ruc t i on ,  
c a u s e d  t he  t r a n s i t i o n  f r o m  h i e r a r c h i c a l - a u t h o r i t a r i a n  t o  e g a l i t a r i a n  a n d  
pa r t i c i pa to ry  ecc l e s i a s t i c a l  l e ade r s h i p  mo d e l  ( a p p l i e d  S h e v z o v  2 0 0 4 ) .  
The ,  democ ra t i z a t i on  o f  t he  Russ i an  Or thodoxy  i nc r eased  au toc r acy ’ s  
“ s u r v e i l l a n c e  c o s t s ”  ( a p p l i e d  N o r t h  1 9 7 3 ) . T h e  mi l i t a r y  d e b a c l e  i n  t he  
R u s s o  J a p a n e s e  w a r  o f  1 9 0 4  f o r c e d  t h e  L a n d  R i g h t s  R e f o r m o f  1 9 0 6  
( a p p l i e d  Y a n e y  1 9 8 2 ,  M i r o n o v  2 0 0 0 ,  S z t e r n  1 9 9 7 ) .   
  
T h e ,  t h r o u g h  t h e  T s a r i s t  S t a t e  e n t re p r e n e u r s h i p  ( G e r s c h e n k r o n  1 9 6 2 ,  
1 9 6 8 ) ,  i m p o r t e d  r a i l r o a d  c o n s t r u c t i on  ( i b id . ,  We s twood  1964 )  enab l ed  
a n  e v o l u t i o n  o f  p i o u s  r a t i on a l i s m  ( a p p l i e d  W o r o b e c  2 0 0 1 ) ,  s h a k i n g  t h e  
f o u n d a t i on s  o f  t he  C h u r c h  a n d  S ta t e  s y mb i o s i s  ( F r e e z e  1 9 9 6 ,  N o r t h  
1 9 9 0 ) .  D e s t a b i l i z i n g  t h e  Emp i r e  t h r o u g h  t h e  c o g n i t i v e - ,  s o c i a l -  a n d  
s p a t i a l  p e a s a n t  mo b i l i t y  i n c r e a s e  ( app l i ed  Cra f t s  N  EHES  2007 ,  Mar t ens  
B  2004 ,  Bu rds  1998 ,  Smurova  O .V .  2003 ) ,  t he  r a i l r oads  i n i t i a t ed  
a u t o c r a c y ’ s  o r i e n t a t i o n  t o w a r d s  a n  a l t e rna t i ve  l eg i t imacy  ba se ;  
e c o n o m i c  p r o g r e s s  ( F r e e z e  1 9 9 6 ) .  
 
T h e  c o d i f i c a t i o n  i n  1 9 0 6  R e f o r m,  o f  a  l a n d  t e n u r e  sy s t e m t r a n s i t i o n  
f r o m c o l l e c t i v i s m t o  i n d i v id u a l i s m,  a i me d  a t  s t i mu l a t i n g  a g r i cu l t u ra l  
p r o d u c t i v i t y  i n c r e a s e s  ( a p p l i e d  Ba rze l  1989 ,  Sz t e rn  1994 ,  1997 ,  ba sed  
on  Ge r schenk ron  1962 ,1968 ,  Yaney  1 9 8 2 ,  K l i mi n  2 0 0 2 )  t h e r e b y  
s t r eng then ing  t he  s ense  o f  “ g r a z h d a n s t v e n n o s t ”  –  c i t i z ensh ip  s en t imen t  
o f  t he  pea san t  wa r r i o r ,  r educ ing  “ s u r v e i l l a n c e  c o s t s ”  ( K l i mi n  2 0 0 2 ,  
N o r t h  1 9 7 3 ) . H o w e v e r ,  t h e  f o r ma l l y  e me r g i n g  i n d i v i d u a l  h o u s e h o l d  h e a d  
p r o p e r t y  r i g h t s  i n  l a n d ,  ( G a u d i n  C  1 9 9 8 )  p r o v e d  i n c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  n o n  
p a r t i c i p a t o r y  g o v e r n me n t  s y s t e m ( a p p l i e d  P i p e s  1 9 9 4 ,  S z t e r n  1 9 9 4 ,  
1 9 9 7 ,  M a r t e n s  B  2 0 0 4 ) .  
 
T h e  c h a p t e r s ’  e m p i r i c a l  s u p p l e me n t ,  c o n t a i n s  a  c r o s s  s e c t i o n  s i mp l e  
l i n e a r  r e g r e s s i o n  m o d e l  a d j u s t e d  t o  t h e  Z e ms t v o - r u r a l  s e l f  g o v e r n me n t -  
s t a t i s t i c s  f o r  t h e  P e n z a  P r o v i n c e  1913 .  The  d i s t ance  i n  km to  t he  
r a i l r o a d  p o i n t s  i n  v o l o s t ’  =  a  s e t t l eme n t  o f  r u r a l  c o m m u n e s  
( exp l ana to ry  va r i ab l e )  i s  r eg r e s sed  on  t he  mos t  i nd iv idua l i s t i c a l l y  
c u l t i v a t e d  l a n d  t y p e ;  n o n  a l l o t me n t ,  i n d i v i d u a l l y  ma n a g e d  c o n s o l i d a t e d  
p a r c e l  –  o t r u b ,  i n  d e s i a t i n a s  (2 . 7 3  a c r e . ) ;  ( d e p e n d e n t  v a r i a b l e ) .  T h e  
e x p e c t e d  t e s t  r e s u l t s  me a s u r e  t h e  i mp a c t  o f  r a i l r o a d  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o n  t h e  
p a c e  o f  t he  S to lyp in  1906  Re fo r m imp le me n t a t i o n .  T h e  l a t t e r  i n d i c a t e s  
t h e  T s a r i s t  mo d e r n i z a t i o n  s p e c i f i c  c ha l l e n g e  o f  t e c h n o l og i ca l  change  t o  
t he  au tho r i t a r i an  be l i e f  sy s t ems  a n d  t h e  c o n g r u e n t  h i e r a r c h i c a l  
e c o n o mi c  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  s t r u c t u r e s  ( N o r t h  2 0 0 5 ,  a p p l i e d  S h e v z o v  2 0 0 4 ,  
i n sp i r ed  by  Hodgson  2004 ,  Mokyr  J  1990 ,  Sz t e rn  2008 ,  Asche r  1988 ) .  
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